
Feedback for Wings of Desire 
 
There were a lot of things I liked - the setting in Berlin, Peter Falk, the comfortable reassurance 
that angels are looking over us. But I found the monologue of people’s thoughts far too long and 
self-indulgent. They revealed nothing of the person’s character and mainly served as a vessel for 
the writers’ poetry and musings. As we left the cinema, I felt worn out by it all - perhaps because 
it’s such a long film. After that I realised that I’d liked large sections while others had irritated 
me. 
 
It was like being immersed in an Epic Poem. 
 
Interesting and weird. Glad I had the chance to see it. 
 
A rating of 3 because it’s not my type of preferred film but I was very pleased to have seen it and 
enjoyed the scenes of Berlin and the wonderful trapeze artist (the actress did them all herself - 
very impressive). Some parts were also rather too drawn out and slow. 
 
I thought it was beautifully filmed. The story was weird and could have been condensed. Glad I 
didn’t miss it though. 
 
I found this ‘cult’ film outdated now, slow and self-indulgent. There was much to admire, 
especially the landscapes - but not enough to keep fully engaged for what seemed to be an 
overlong time. I was grateful to see it again - thanks for selecting it. 
 
I realise I was too tired to try to take in all the meaningful words and this was a film full of them! 
The images were stunning. 
 
Very interesting, if perhaps a bit too long and quite hard to watch and take seriously in view of its 
magical/allegorical theme. Great plot line to have 'Columbo' (Peter Falk) appearing as himself 
and being recognised by street kids too. I visited Berlin (West and East) often in the 70s and 80s 
and there really were such downtrodden areas in West Berlin then, especially, as shown, near 
the Wall where people didn't want to re-build or live. The area the circus took over and then left, 
or an area very like it, is now the super-duper Potsdamer Platz redevelopment. The beautifully 
clearly spoken German by all the cast, combined with the excellent sound (take note TV series 
producers!) was a delight and Marion too spoke beautiful German with a lovely French accent. 
 
Afraid this "classic" is showing its age, with the message seeming to be that we can only find 
meaning as part of a couple. The insights into Berlin life in that era were interesting though. 
 
A classic. 
 
I'm rating this film a 2, although it should improve further with repeated viewings. 
 
What a fun, unusual and thought provoking film. Mesmerising, stylish and very original. I was 
there in the Berlin nightclubs at that time, so it was also wonderfully nostalgic! Thank you for 
showing it. A great choice. 
 
Halfway through I did wonder where this story was heading. But then it turned into a life-in-
reverse experience - with the invisible becoming the full-blooded living. The cinematography, 
musical score and lyrical script were all fantastic and bursting with artistry! But the final chapter 
was truly uplifting and beautiful, the swirling trapeze artist reflecting in real life an angelic 



silhouette. No wonder it won at Cannes. And very re-watchable! Book it in again! Thank you for 
this film! 
 
A classic film indeed but I found myself struggling to keep up with the subtitles and not taking in 
the visual imagery which is a shame. Also, it did labour establishing the Angel’s job of observing 
the miserable lives of the West Berliners. At times I thought it was East Berlin. Why an Angel, 
after observing the despair and emptiness of people’s lives as shown, would then want to join in 
seems a mystery. Maybe it is like the Woody Allen joke, two old ladies in a restaurant. “The food 
in this place is awful” ….” Yes, and the portions are so small”! Anyway, it was nice to see Peter 
Falk. 
 
It has stood the test of time. They don't make them like this anymore, challenging and 
sophisticated. When it came out, I found the presence of Peter Falk a bit jarring but now it 
makes sense. Great to see the restored version on the big screen. 
 
An excellent film but I thought Marion's speech in the scene in the bar at the end (when they 
finally meet) was absolute bo**ocks. 
 
I score this film as Excellent, although my wife struggled with the length of it. It is a long film, a 
little bit too long. However, being black and white, German and full of poetry it is right on target 
for what I look for in thought provoking films. It is a very dark film, bordering on pessimism, 
which I also like. I have never seen any justification for optimism that holds up. At the same time 
as that, the inclusion of Peter Falk as himself gives a nice comic twist. 
 
As a rule, I enjoy films that make use of voice overs and beautiful images. It is a film that could 
easily be found annoying but yet it fizzes with ideas. The use of Potsdamer Platz, the prewar 
centre of Berlin, divided by the wall, the dead heart of the Cold War city seems a fitting 
metaphor for the division between angels and mortals and the desire for unification. 
 
Thought provoking take on life. 
 
A film I had wanted to catch for a very long time. Not disappointed, loved it. The way the epic 
narrative flowed with minimal dialogue was outstanding. Having visited Berlin both East and 
West in 1980 it was fascinating to be reminded of the wall and the glimpses of the two cities. 
Loved all the humorous Columbo asides, a role Peter Falk played to 2003. 
 
A masterpiece. A profound study of the human condition in a devastated postwar city; a vibrant 
eulogy to sympathy and love. The 20th Century equivalent of Dante, Michelangelo, Beethoven, 
Dostoevsky. 
 
Can’t understand why this is a ‘classic.’ Thought it was pretentious and overlong. I almost left! 
 
I'm glad I've now seen this classic film (especially in its touched-up form) but I did find it rather 
slow, particularly in the first half. But the film is beautiful in look, sound and texture and very 
evocative of Berlin in the 1980s. I also loved the concept of angels looking down on us and 
comforting those in need. 
  
Very slow in the first half. Enjoyed the second half much more. 
 
Wings of Desire is a wonderful film. 
 



It was such a pleasure to see this film again after so many years. It has aged remarkably well. I 
was afraid that it may not have stood up to my recollection. However, it’s beauty and poignancy 
sustains. It was great to see the remastered version too. Perhaps more from Wenders e.g. the 
sequel Faraway, So Close could be considered on the unforthcoming programme? 
 
Revisiting the movie was interesting. An original, certainly and merited, I thought its cult status 
despite the dialogue which was difficult to grasp sometimes. The Berlin settings were 
extraordinary. 
 
I saw this in the cinema when it first came out and was thoroughly bored and turned off by it at 
the time. I thought that after a gap of 36 years or so, I might appreciate it more, (it wasn't the 
film, it was me), as that can happen. (Example: last year's Aftersun, which I liked considerably 
more when I saw it for the second time on a smaller screen when shown on a TV a couple of 
weeks back). But having seen Wings of Desire again, I would still have to say it was the film...or 
maybe it is just me as it is praised as a modern classic. Self-indulgent, meandering, far too long, 
it resembles an interminable voice note of today (thankfully only ever read about them) and it 
could have said what it wanted to say in less time and a far less self-important manner. Yes, it is 
poetic, original and in its own way, unique, hence the 4 mark and not a 5, which I was sorely 
tempted to give. That's four hours of my life (including travel and arriving early at The Exchange), 
I'm not going to get back. 
 
Remarkable film, displayed via a stream of consciousness technique, which definitely stands 
the test of time. Although essentially a fantasy, a sense of reality is conveyed by the images 
portraying the terrible events in German history. Excellent performances from the main 
characters. 
 
Visually stunning and evocative of 80’s Berlin but verbally indulgent and boring. 
 
I thought it was too long for this type of film and without a linear plot and characters who 
developed it didn’t hold my interest. The trapeze sequences were especially tedious! I did like 
the intervention of Peter Falk, who injected a much-needed vein of humour. Towards the end it 
all fell into place, but a lot of it was pretentious and self-indulgent. 
 
I was looking forward to seeing a film set in Berlin but found this so tedious and about 1 hr 50 
mins too long. I found myself change from waiting for something to happen to waiting for it to be 
over. It would have been a 5 were it not for the fact that I at least could hear the beautiful 
German language. 
 
Hard to rate as such an unusual and stunningly shot film. Eternal themes meet everyday life in 
post-war Berlin. 
 
I was curious to see this film because of its reputation. Expecting a masterpiece, I was rather 
disappointed. I found my attention wandering about halfway through and it took a really 
concerted effort to stay awake. It was beautifully filmed and a nice reminder of one of my 
favourite cities but the plot just wasn’t of enough interest for me.  
 
Despite some longueurs, a film of daring and originality. It’s also a great record of eighties Berlin. 
 
Wonderfully composed shots in this imaginative and sensitive film which manages to explore 
what it is to be human with humour and kindness. 
 



Unimpressed. 
 
Ethereal. 
 
So many visually stunning passages, juxtaposing the greys of a divided postwar Berlin and the 
life of the angels with the vivid colours and vibrancy of the circus, filmset and nightlife. The story 
meanders and the philosophical musings are a bit indigestible, but for me it remains great 
cinema. 
 
It was every bit as good as I remembered from when it was first released. Atmospheric, 
beautiful, nostalgic, full of joy, sadness, love and empathy. A broken city beautifully filmed and 
lovely use of occasional colour. Wonderful performances too. A joy! 
 
I know that this film is supposed to be a classic but I found it boring, tedious and repetitive going 
nowhere. I enjoyed the sections showing Peter Falk and Nick Cave but I couldn't wait for the 
end. I shall be interested in what the audience thinks of it and see if it chimes with what I've said 
or am I in the minority! 
 
This is a film which has not aged well. It may have been all the rage when it first came out but 
now it looks tired. Who wants to see now (because it is depressing) what Berlin looked like 
before the wall came down? Angels and good deeds add little. The first 20 minutes owed a lot to 
French cinema. If the endless string of pseudo-philosophical questions were an attempt to 
comment on human existence, that device failed to achieve anything. One critic called it a 
rumination but in this context that means that it goes on and on and on. Depressing, with no 
redeeming element. 
 
What a pleasure to see this classic film which I discovered when it came out. I was very much 
looking forward to seeing it again and was not disappointed. The soundtrack is very well chosen 
and I am listening to it as I write this review. The use of black and white versus colour works well. 
I especially enjoyed the angel looking forward to experiencing the little simple pleasures of daily 
life that we take for granted e.g. the smell and taste of coffee, stretching toes, falling in love etc. 
How lovely it would be to have an angel looking after us! 
 
This film may have had a great impact in its time, but I would imagine, only from critics. I am 
surprised that with its subversion of the creation story and other religious beliefs there was not 
more outrage about it at the time. I think everyone even then, was bored to death. I certainly 
was. I can see that the camera work, the set-up of every shot etc was thoroughly considered, 
but there is no excuse for the sheer boredom that resulted. I could not bring myself to care 
about: the angels, who appeared thoroughly miserable lurking about the library or sitting in high 
places; the ‘fallen’ angels; the struggling (or not) masses; the children and their innocence; and 
least of all Damiel and the girl (Eve/Mary M) and their endless internal monologues. It was a very 
very very long two hours. Perhaps this was an intention – to replicate a certain type of hell for us! 
 
I very much enjoyed this unusual film. The casting was excellent and the cinematography was 
wonderful! 
 
The influence of French Cinema of the 1960s is evident in this homage to the city of Berlin. 
Noted that François (Truffaut) is credited as an 'angel' at the end. 
 
I had wanted to watch the film for many years and was aware it had something of a cult 
following. For me perhaps it didn’t quite live up to the anticipation of many years. I enjoyed it, as 



did my husband, as it was a gentle, subtle film but we both found it quite slow at points and the 
plot itself was thin. 


