
Feedback for Cairo Conspiracy 
 
A superb conclusion to the film- “what have you learned”? From the peaceful village to 
bustling Cairo the tension built up. A pawn plucked to further the interests of the security 
services, whose gleaming headquarters contrasted with the barrack- like dormitories of the 
religious university. The co-opting by the state of religious institutions is not unique to Egypt 
but I hope that their ruthless methods are not universal. I did not feel certain that our 
protagonist had indefinitely escaped from the malign forces that had used him. A gripping 
and thought provoking film. 
 
The film had great pace - the plot was complex, with the exploration of the overlap between 
state and religion in Egypt of particular interest. The tension was maintained right until the 
very end - I really didn’t know whether our young protagonist or the old state apparatchik 
would survive to fight another day. I’m glad they did. Superb film. 
 
Certainly interesting themes, state power v religious power; corruption and nefarious 
practices of those who want to keep power; exploitation of the young and the innocent; 
education no guarantee of honesty or uprightness - but the slow pace and the lack of much 
variation made for rather tedious watching. 
 
Another excellent film. What I find particularly appealing is having an insight into a world 
unknown to myself. I really sympathised with and admired Adam, who we might have 
assumed, correctly or incorrectly was plucked out of obscurity to attend the prestigious 
Islamic university in Cairo, leaving behind a simple fisherman’s life and his widowed father. 
The film develops slowly but lethally to describe the absolute shenanigans of the Islamic, 
political, military, and academic elite, each with their own warped agenda. Through much of 
the film one feels sorry for naive and manipulated Adam, but in fact in many ways he has the 
last laugh and proves himself more capable than his elders in resolving the untenable 
situation. Very sadly, despite his prowess, Adam seems disgusted with all the hypocrisy and 
his yearnings for a different, improved life are shattered and he returns to his former, purer 
life. Excellently acted by the lead character Adam and the National Security officer Fares. 
 
A gripping thriller, all the more unusual and interesting for being set in an Islamic University. 
It is hard to think of a more topical film, either, centred as it is on the challenge being posed 
to a university's independence and integrity by an increasingly intrusive and authoritarian 
regime. This is the compelling backdrop to a film which still manages to grab and hold the 
viewer's attention from start to finish. Persuasive performances by a convincing cast, too... 
A really good film and an important story. I never relaxed once during the film. The tension 
was maintained throughout the film. Acting was good and it was well filmed. 
 
Great choice, and a film I wouldn’t have come across otherwise. 
 
An insightful film which tackled some difficult and topical questions. The level of intrigue was 
complex but engaging and thought provoking. 
 
It was interesting to see a film about Egypt, but I found the plot rather confusing. I felt very 
sorry for Adam, who having been offered a place at the most prestigious Sunni Muslim 



university in Cairo, found that he was drawn into some very unpleasant political 
conspiracies. He did well to survive and I imagine he was very relieved to return to his 
former simple life in the country. 
 
Another unsophisticated and depressing film. My tolerance for these is wearing thin. 
 
Tautly written and well played, it worked as a thriller but also presented a fresh take on the 
tensions between religious groups and the state. 
 
The film gave interesting insight into a very different culture and country and into Islamic 
university education. Certainly worth seeing but the plot plodded a bit and the actual story 
was sometimes difficult to follow. 
 
Great plot. 
 
An excellent, well-paced and taut political thriller in an unfamiliar setting. Reminiscent of 
some of the 'paranoid' thrillers of the 1970s. I can see why it won the award for the Best 
Screenplay at Cannes. 
 
Brilliant and scary film. I did not have enough understanding of the complicated 
politico/religious issues and shenanigans to appreciate it fully. What was the desired ethical 
outcome? Was the ending realistic or just a rabbit out of a hat? For instance, how was a 
naive, first-term student able to outfox all the sophisticated theologians and politicos so 
easily? What would have been the best outcome in an ideal world? What would have been a 
reasonable outcome in the real world? What were the real issues for Egypt? And for us? I 
was utterly gripped but flummoxed and bamboozled in the end. 
 
An interesting glimpse into life and strife at a prestigious Islamic university. I particularly 
enjoyed the wide shots of the Sheikhs and pupils studying and walking through the 
magnificent building. The recitation contest was also very moving. Curiosity of what goes on 
inside those many walls as well as the 'exotic' attracted me more than the storyline which 
started well but became increasingly more contrived as it moved towards the climax. I would 
have preferred an ambiguous ending. 
 
There were interesting things in this film but if I were to take the first 70% at face value then 
I would have found the remaining 30% completely implausible. 
 
It was gripping and memorable. The star actor was mesmerising. 
 
I thought that the acting and cinematography were very good – I particularly liked the shots 
from above of all the students gathered in the courtyard. I found the film thought provoking 
about the importance of religion and the relationship with the state. 
 
An insight into how power and politics manipulate. Re-assuring that at an individual level 
values and honesty survive. 
 



Really enjoyed this film - doing what good cinema should do and providing a glimpse into 
other lives and places I wouldn’t otherwise experience. The pacing allowed the careful 
development of each character and gave space and time for the viewer to engage with each 
of the characters’ motives. I would have liked to have known more about the beige suited 
secret service colonel (made me think of a Graeme Greene setting) and what had happened 
in the past to allow his younger, ruthless boss to take over. The film, though long, had 
enough intrigue to keep me absorbed, although I could not follow all the plot twists and 
double-crossing agents! Well done for showing another Arabic language film and an Islamic 
setting, and one relevant to current understanding of the region. 
 
A tough film to watch as innocence is thrust into the world of corruption and political 
intrigue- a plot of Le Carré-type complexity. Who could be trusted? Strong performances, 
especially central character showing anxiety and personal conflict about events that 
embroiled him. Impressive camera work, exploiting the moving patterns of cultural attire in 
courtyard and tiers of clerics hurrying along cloisters, provided lasting images. 
 
Annie Cartland’s programme notes were an excellent introduction to this film, but she 
omitted an indication that in order to follow the plot fully the viewer needs a Ph. D. in 
Contemporary Islamic Studies with Egyptian Politics. The fairly bland introductory sequence 
and Adam’s departure do not reveal the reason for his scholarship to Al-Azhar University: 
intensive Islamic studies and the support of the village Imam. The depth of Adam’s 
knowledge becomes clear as the gripping plot proceeds and the events become increasingly 
threatening. No wonder the film was banned in Egypt! With the exception of Adam’s dead 
mother and Reema the film is devoid of women, although Al-Azhar University does have 
female students. Perhaps because the characters wore mainly long, dark robes, the sub-
titles were unusually clear. 
 
Interesting to see a world I know nothing about. The story and characters were quite 
interesting but the film could have been trimmed by half an hour. 
 
What a cliff hanger, I was on the edge of my seat for most of the film. 
 
I thought it was very good. An unusual thriller with good performances. Only criticism is that 
it was a bit overlong. 
 
The most fascinating and absorbing film I've seen in a long time! Spellbinding how it 
manages to portray the power struggle between state and religious institution and although 
it's set in Egypt and about the regime in Egypt, it shows how this struggle is a universal 
theme - one phrase sums it all up: 'Power is a double-sided sword, as it can also cut the hand 
that uses it!' The acting is superb throughout, the actors well chosen for their roles. Excellent 
choice, well done, thank you! 
 
Fascinating insight into the relationship and tensions between government and 
establishment Islam in present day Egypt. The reach of both, if correctly portrayed here, is 
terrifying. I feel great respect for the courage of the director and indeed everyone involved 
with making the film, in the face of it. Oh and it's brilliantly acted and shot. And the 



characters are complex and nuanced. And they develop. The more I reflect on it, the more 
impressive I think it is. 
 
A totally gripping film with a daring and challenging topic. It was full of suspense, enhanced 
by the locations and spoken Arabic with subtitles. There was tangible relief in the audience 
when the protagonist survived his ordeal. 
 
The film was enlightening and intriguing. I did find the character of Adam engaging and was 
drawn into the disturbing story. There were times when the plot was hard to follow and the 
ending left doubt as to who can be trusted in this society. Food for thought and I would like a 
second viewing. 
 
As well as being a good story (though I struggled a bit with all the twists and turns!), it 
provided some fascinating insights into the relationship between the state and religion in 
modern day Egypt. 
 
Much better than I thought it would be. An intense film of believable intrigue amongst the 
Muslim clergy that also brought back memories of the Arab Spring. And the intrigue at the 
time of Henry VIII. 
 
A gripping film. A paucity of female characters but understandable given the subject matter! 
 
Another fascinating insight into a different culture. I liked the pace of this film and it was a 
taut thriller but full of plot holes with a contrivance geared towards its final purpose of I'm 
not quite sure what. Condemnation of the Egyptian government for sure, a rather 
ambivalent attitude towards Islam as a political force and how in that kind of society life is 
very cheap indeed and that all of us including those supposedly at the top are nothing but 
pawns. I note the director had to shoot this in Turkey, whose government I can somehow 
imagine approving of this film and the film was banned in Egypt, so again I wonder for whom 
it was made, although the possibilities for distribution are greatly increased with streaming. 
A good choice but I found the film rather muddled in what it was trying to say. 
 
Very powerful narrative, oppressive atmosphere of potential disaster lurking in the wings 
throughout. Glad this film was chosen. 
 
A powerful film - and made by someone who has a strong dislike of the corruption in Egypt, 
both in the State religion and in the State. Many cliches exposed. A feeling of menace was 
maintained throughout, and the insincerity of those in authority was palpable. A good 
choice. 
 
Religion and politics bound into a thriller of power and corruption. While the story towards 
the end got increasingly contrived and I think would have benefitted ending earlier it held 
my interest all the way through. The huge wide angled scenes of Sheiks and students in the 
university courtyards were spectacular and the performances were excellent. Another 
excellent choice by RFS. 
 



Engaging and kept me interested to the end both as a “who done it and why” and as to what 
might be the fate of the main character. Gave an unsettling insight into the culture and 
politics of the society concerned and seemed to me to do so more so than news reports or 
novels I have read which may have focussed more narrowly on specific events. 
 
My attention was held from the start. The acting was powerful and there was some beautiful 
photography. It was in many ways the perfect conspiracy plot: slowly it was revealed that 
each character was trapped in a different way, yet all were caught in the same fear for their 
lives or that of their family. My only concern was the ending which was, I fear, so utterly 
unlikely. 
 
Had the feel of a dramatisation of real events but I understand it is fictional, although linked 
to the current regime by many background shots showing pictures of current President E-
Sisi. I felt this politicisation detracted from what might have been a deeper exploration of 
the historically significant Al-Azhar University and the uses and abuses of religious 
philosophy to justify actions. 
 
A thoroughly absorbing film, tautly plotted. The political and religious themes were thought 
provoking. Thank you for showing it. 
 
A long and hard film to watch but excellently directed. Not a “barrel of laughs” but 
informative and an important subject. 
 
The film wonderfully illustrated the grooming of a young man by the men in power and their 
methods of tying him to their goals. We felt that it could have been set in any country and in 
any period of history. The threat of violence is always key, either to the young man or to his 
nearest and dearest. In this story, the director gave us a very sympathetic protagonist - we 
very quickly cared about him - and we had the added interest of the strange character acting 
as middleman: how morally "good" or "bad" was he to be when it came to the crunch? We 
were pleased to go home on a happy ending, but question whether this would have 
happened in real life. An excellent film which had us on the edge of our seats at times.  
 
Dark and disturbingly plausible. 
 
A brilliant political and religious thriller that gives you a good insight into this frightening 
strict religious world. It is a compelling watch. I found the plot riveting and felt very much for 
Adam, the main character who finds himself involuntarily involved at the centre of it all. I 
was struck by the lack of women in this patriarchal world, no doubt intentional by the film 
director. I had never heard of Al Azhar and did extra research after the film. I read that the 
film was banned in Egypt and you can understand why. It is a film that will stay with me and I 
have already recommended it to friends and family. 
 
Not sure I picked up all the subtleties, but interesting story. 


